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expedition, sent to discover the North-East Passage
and bearing letters vaguely addressed to the " rulers "
of the country at which they might arrive, entered
the White Sea and opened up relations between
England and Russia. Ivan the Terrible regarded
the English with great favour ; they were allowed to
establish factories at Archangel and Moscow, and an
Englishman was selected as envoy to the Khans of
Central Asia. A profitable overland trade was
started between that district and Moscow by way of
Astrakan, and the accounts brought back to England
of the strange lands visited in this way, contributed
to encourage the already existing spirit of adventure.
At the same time, the Hanseatic monopoly was
broken down, the German house at the Steelyard
was closed, and the English trade in the Baltic and
North Sea passed into native hands. But it was to
the Western Ocean that the minds of English sailors
chiefly turned. Ever since Sebastian Cabot had
returned to Bristol with the news of his discoveries,
ships had been frequently despatched to the coast of
North America. An extensive cod-fishery was
started off Newfoundland and Labrador, while the
hope of discovering the North-West Passage led to
much exploration in the north-westerly direction.

But these regions were cold and inhospitable, and
the imagination of the English adventurers was
excited by the glowing descriptions of the Spanish
lands, where the climate was warm, the country
fertile, and where untold wealth might be acquired.
A desire arose to share in the advantages of these
happy lands, but as long as England was Catholic,